Ischaemic necrotizing pancreatitis after cardiac surgery. A case report and review of the literature.
Ischaemia is a rare but often lethal aetiology of pancreatitis. A 67-year-old man underwent aortocoronary by-pass. Postoperatively, he developed atrial fibrillation and possibly acute myocardial infarction. Later, he had acute pancreatitis and underwent laparotomy for purulent peritonitis due to a ruptured pancreatic abscess. Cholesterolosis was found but no gallstones. The postoperative period was heavily complicated and the patient eventually died due to multiorgan failure. The occurrence of ischaemic pancreatitis should be more readily suspected in patients with abdominal symptoms following surgery that induces ischaemia of the pancreas. It is possible that delay in diagnosis accounts for the high death rate of such postoperative complication.